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Korean, or Arabs and Jews, or blacks
and whites. How do people learn to get

along with each other? A lot ofpeople
think that I rcad Robinson Crusoe and that's where I got the
idea for Gilligan's Island. Robinson Crusoeis a favorite book
of mine, but that's not what started it.

I was looking for a way where seven people-I don't know
why I flred on the number seven-couldn't leave each other. If
they all had a job in the same place, suppose it was the billion-
aire's business and these other people were there, they could
get fired. ... I wanted the characters to be not oniy disparate,

but as disparate you can make them, and I wanted them to be

representative of different kinds of people. Where can I put
them that they couldn't get away from each other? And that's
where I came up with the desert isle.

I was given 20 minutes to present the idea lfor Gilligan's
Islandf to William Paley and Frank Stanton, the chairman of

the board and president of CBS. Mr.
Paley sat opposite me and said, 'How
would you describe the show?' I said,
'Well, a social microcosm.'And he said,
'My Godl I thought it was a comedy
show!'I realized I had said the wrong
thing-you can't use a literary phrase to

describe a comedy show. So luckily, I quickly said, 'Mr. Paley,

it's a very funny microcosm.'

l&s Gilligan's Island aired, most of its reviewsl said it
was silly. Nobody understood it was about a serious topic.
Not one reviewer mentioned that. Even the ones who liked
it. They just said it's another half-hour of fun, and it's worth-
while watching if you want a few laughs. Period. Nobody
understood the premise. ...lGilligan's Islazd is notl just silly,

broad comedy. It's deeper than that.
But I've gotten a lot of mail from people lvho understand

that, from psychologists, and schoolteachers ... and the audi-
ence. The audience knew what the critics didn't."

- Gilligan's lsland creator Sheruood Schu;artz
(1916-2011), as told to the Archiae ofAmerican Teleuision

've always been concerned

with people of differ-
ent sorts, whether it's
North Korean and South

Show creator Sherwood
Schwartz wished more

people saw the serious side
of the sitcom's premise

I
O

o
o
Id
o
O

WAToHI/AUGUST2o12 1


